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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20508

PUBLIC AFFAIRS
Phone: (703) 351-7676 24 October 1985

Mr. John 0'Sullivan
Editorial Page Editor
NEW YORK POST

210 South Street

New York, NY 10002

Dear Mr. 0'Sullivan:
:j' Niles Lathem's column which appeared in the NEW YORK POST on 21 October

is filled with errors concerning the Edward Howard case. Among those we can
# comment on are the following:

-- As the State Department has stated publicly, Mr. Howard was never
assigned to Moscow.

When Mr. Howard was separated from the Agency he had not "bragged to
colleagues about passing secret information to the Soviets."

CIA has always had a permanent counterintelligence staff. Moreover,
the Agency counterintelligence program has been continually
strengthened since the 1970s. This is not a self-serving
statement--the results are evident to any reader of the world press
over the last three years. As the Director, Mr. Casey, said in his
interview published in TIME Magazine, 28 October edition:

"Over the past three years, the Soviets have lost 200 of their
intelligence officers arrested or expelled from 20 to 25
countries. A number of their most senior people gave up and
turned against them. What rating do you give that combination
of factors? I wouldn't mark it very high."

Mr. Lathem says, "The CIA, as usual, isn't commenting." Mr. Lathem
never asked us to comment. If he had, he would have been told what
I have written in this letter.

While Mr. Lathem and his sources are entitled to the opinions reflected
in his column, to present them as facts does a disservice to the truth, to the
American public, to the NEW YORK POST and to the Agency.

Sincerely,

t- fl e A Al by
George V. Lauder
Director, Public Affairs
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.- .During his 1980 presidential
CETIAIgn Reagan pledged to make
[ ved intelligence ane of his top
Eﬂn Once elected, he appoint-
€U campaign manager William
GRIEY as director of central intelll
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éﬁlu and the CIA

s Casey moved decisively and
rapidly 0 bring in his own team to
reorganize the analytic part of the
ClA along geographic lines, to paral-
lel the organization of the opera-
tions directorate, and 0 substantial
ly increase the Nauonal Foruign In-
telligence Program budget

According 10 a Jan. 16, 1588,
New York Times Magazine
by Philip Taudbman, the CIA is the
fastesi-growing major federal agen-
€Y. 1is 25 percent budget tncrease in
fiscal year 1288 excesded even the
Pentagon budget's 18 pertent
growth that year.
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. Charges of intalligence faflures
ve surfaced over estimatas of the
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¢ Marine barracks In Bairut, the
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well as that countrys domestic
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Another major congressional
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CIA Director William Covey
ClA director in the Reagan adminis-
tration.

The appointment of Casey and
his elevation 10 eabinet status have
pul the inselligence community
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The trend today at the CIA and
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the needs and nuances of policy de-
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A case in point is Lebanon. Ca-
3¢y repestedly returned drafts of
one National Intelligence Extimate
for revision with the notation “try
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Many anatysts think Casey was
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the government of Labanese Presi-
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fts army, wers not viable and that
they would not be signiticantly
strengthened by a US. Marine pres-
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analysts resigned recently cisiming
that Casey ordered their findings o
be rewritten to inflate the threat to -
US. security.

Senate Minority Leader Robert
D-W.Va, has asked the Senste
Commities on Intelligence to
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indicate there has been a

misuse of the CIA for political pur-
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